Multiple types of cytokines constitutively produced by an established murine thymic epithelial cell line.
An untransformed murine thymic epithelial cell line (MTEC1) has been established. Without exogenous stimulation, the MTEC1 cells constitutively produced multiple types of cytokines, including IL-1, IL-6, IL-7, GM-CSF and chemotactic factor(s). Of which, IL-6, GM-CSF and chemotactic factor(s) were abundant; IL-1, moderate; and IL-7 at low level. MTEC1 cells neither produced detectable IL-3 nor TNF alpha. Thus, the MTEC1 cells may be useful not only in the evaluation of the signals required for thymic selection in vitro, but also useful in the analysis of the endogenous regulation of the autocrine cytokine production cascade.